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Calendar

Wed., Apr3  Town Council Budget Meeting, Town Sat, Apr 20 Farmers Market, 9 am — 1pm, Penn

Office, 7 PM Place, GIVES Collection
Passover, Happy Pesach!

Thurs, Apr4  Neighbors Helping Neighbors Sun, Apr 21 Easter
Committee Meeting, Town Office, 10
am

Sat, Apr 6 Farmers Market, 9 am — 1pm, Penn Wed, Apr 24  Candidates Forum, Town Hall, 7:30
Place pm
GIVES Collection, 9 am — 12 pm,

P.O. Lobby
East Egg Hunt, Penn Place, 11:30 am
Large item pickup
Tues, Apr 9 Lunch Bunch, 12:30 pm, Town Hall ~ Sat, Apr 27 Farmers Market, 9 am — 1pm, Penn
Place
Garrett Park Progressive Dinner (see
sign-up form on p.8)

Fri, Apr 12 GP Film Society presents “Inside Thurs, May 2 Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Man”, Town Hall, Dinner at 7, Film Committee Meeting, Town Office, 10
at 8 pm am

Mon, Apr 15  Town Council Meeting, 7:30 pm, Sat, May 4 Historic Preservation Committee,
Town Hall Richter House Tour 12 — 4 pm

Buy tickets 4/13,20,27™, P.O. Lobby
(see ad on p.4)
Sat, Apr 13 Farmers Market, 9 am — 1pm, Penn Mon, May 6 Town Election, Vote in P.O. Lobby,

Place

Thurs, Apr 18 GPJams, Town Hall, 8 pm

7:30 am—7 pm

Town Council Meeting Notes

March 11, 2019. Your reporter begins this month
with an abject apology, for he has erred! Last month
he wrote that residents should look at the proposed
mid-fiscal-year budget changes since budgeting (i.e.
spending taxpayers’ money) is a key part of the
democratic process. Alas! One town resident paid
attention to his suggestion only to discover that the
proposed budget changes were nowhere to be found
on the town website. Your reporter regrets his error,
his only excuse being that such documents are
routinely made available in print at the town council
meetings so he had no need to search for them online.
He can also happily report that the approved budget

changes were on the website when he rechecked in
late March (along with the March agenda and
February minutes). All is well that ends well.
However, some minutes, agendas, and town manager
reports from September of last year through February
of this year have yet to be posted. No doubt this will
be remedied soon as well.

Well, enough editorializing. The March Town
Council meeting began at a rapid clip. The mayor’s
opening remarks, adoption of the draft agenda,
presentations by residents, and approval of the
previous month’s official minutes took only a few
minutes to dispose of. Even the one action item of the
night, the vote about adopting of the proposed mid-
year budget adjustments (changes that were
introduced and discussed at the February meeting),
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was unanimously passed with little discussion. This
raised hope that the whole meeting would proceed
expeditiously. Not.

The next agenda items fell under “new
business.” The first was a hearing on a variance
application (10702 Keswick) to enclose a second-
floor porch with glass. Under Garrett Park
ordinances, porches added to structures existing as of
February 15, 2000 can extend eight feet beyond the
required front setback for dwellings. But any such
porch must be open; it may not be enclosed by glass,
screens, or solid walls. In this case, the original house
(built in the 1950s before current set-back rules) sits
closer to the front of the property than is now
allowed. When the current owners put a second floor
on the house in 2010, the front of the second floor
was set back deliberately to comply with current
zoning, while the space from the front of the addition
to the front edge of the existing first floor became a
roofed porch across the whole width of the house.
Therefore, the porch extends beyond the front
setback, so enclosure with glass is specifically
disallowed. The variance application rested mainly
on the hardship clause in town variance rules. When
asked what constitutes a hardship, the answer was
excessive buildup of dust and dirt which makes the
porch difficult to use.

The existing rules about porches are very clear
and it would seem to be difficult to make the case
that dust and dirt accumulating on open porches
constitute a special hardship for one residence and
not the rest of us in town who have open porches. But
discussion went on for an hour. Should an exception
be made since the original house was built before the
current set-back rules? What constitutes a “hardship”
anyway? Even though the set-back rules are clear,
wouldn’t a glass enclosure be largely invisible?
Perhaps the set-back rules will be changed in the
future. Etc., etc. At the end of the discussion, some
council members were uncertain about which way to
vote, so the mayor suggested—and the council
acquiesced—in postponing a decision until the April
meeting while council members attempt to gather
more information relevant to the case.

Having kicked that can (of dust?) down the road,
the next new business items moved more rapidly. The
mayor announced the dates nomination of candidates,
the date for the candidates’ forum, and the date for
the actual election (May 6; be sure to vote!). Next
was an announcement of an upcoming town historic
house tour on May 4, including a reception at the
end. Details will be forthcoming. And finally came a
brief mention of a historic preservation tax credit that
council member Paczkowski is looking into but
thinks will probably not apply to homeowners in
Garrett Park.

Next came a long list of updates. The most
important item came first—the Safe Routes to School
(SRTYS) project. The state government has now
permitted the town to solicit bids for the project.
Hooray! By the time you read this report, a
preliminary meeting with potential bidders will have
taken place on March 28. Bids are due April 11, at
which time the town engineer will review them.

Council member McClintock reported that the
Arboretum committee is continuing its work on
editing and revising the draft report and plan
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stemming from the inventory of all trees on town
property done last fall. Council member Paczkowski
reported that he is still working on a document about
possible renovations to the town hall and it may be
this coming fall before he can provide a thorough
review of options with estimated costs attached to
them. Council member Schulp reported that the
Archives committee is still working on putting
together a job description to use in searching for a
new part-time archivist. Council member Wegner
says the town has received bids for street repaving
and work is proceeding on how to evaluate the bids.
Council member Schulp noted that the Traffic and
Parking committee is still trying to work out what to
do at the end of Weymouth (where one town resident
wants to prevent residents of Parkside from parking
by putting up appropriate parking signs, but others do
not). Finally, council member Wegner reported on
recent meetings with state and county officials about
the possibility of a blinking traffic signal on
Strathmore partway up the hill from Beach Drive to
warn traffic about the upcoming pedestrian crosswalk
around the curve at the top of the hill at Keswick. He
would like to see action on this by the time the pool
opens for the summer.

Missing from the update list was anything about
the deployment of 5G cell-phone transmission
equipment in town. This is another issue on which
your reporter made a mistake. Having missed the
January meeting, when the council voted on a set of
rules governing such equipment, he mixed up what
was being said at the February meeting. Sean Conlan,
who covered the January meeting for the Bugle,
provided some detail on what the initial ordinance
covers, and noted that because of the rushed,
emergency nature of the initial ordinance, revisions
and additions to it would be forthcoming. At the
February meeting, the update announcement by
council member Schulp was that the town lawyer and
town resident cell-phone expert Ken Rehbehn were
still working on possible revisions to the January
ordinance, not on creating the original ordinance, as
mistakenly reported by your regular correspondent.
He hoped these revisions might be ready for the
council’s consideration at the March meeting. But
there was nothing on the agenda in March and no one
brought the subject up. So, stay tuned.

As usual, the final item of the night was the town
manager’s monthly report. Revenue and expenditures
continue to be within expectations, so all is well. On
this happy note, the meeting came to an end. At 2.5
hours, it was not as short as your reporter hoped, but
not as long as some in the past year.

Ed Lincoln

Garrett Park Massage

Dennis Collins, L.M.T.
Certified since 1989

SWEDISH « DEEP TISSUE + MYOFASCIAL RELEASE

301-946-7318

11400 Rokeby Avenue, Garrett Park, MD
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The Garrett Bugle is a newsletter publication by the Citizens
Association of Garrett Park and published 10 times a year. Publication
is supported by member dues. All residents of Garrett Park are
members of the Citizens Association. Yearly dues ($25 per family or
$15 per individual per address) can be sent to Citizens Association,
Box 456, Garrett Park, MD 20896. Articles, ads and other content for
the Garrett Bugle can be emailed to garrettbugle@gmail.com*

Citizens Association Officers

Alysia Bone, President ~ Paul Doria-Rose, Vice-President ~ Henri
Keller, Treasurer ~ Steve Welker, Secretary

Editor: Kavitha Nallathambi (garrettbugle@gmail.com)

Layout: Steve Welker

Reporter: Ed Lincoln (Box 348)
Ads and Distribution: Darshini Trivedi (darshinibtrivedi@gmail.com)

Calendar and Subscriptions: Joanne Schmader (Box 415) ~ First-
class subscriptions cost $15 (no bulk mail).

*Editor and staff reserve the right to edit submissions for length and
clarity. Unsigned Letters to the Editor will not be printed.

Town Manager’s Notes

completed online at http://www.garrettparkmd.gov/
government/operations/permits.

Yard waste is now collected every Monday through
the end of October. Use only paper bags for yard
waste and bundle with twine or string the brush,
sticks, and bamboo. If you have branches too large to
bundle for yard waste collection, bring them to the
curb, cut-end facing the street; Town maintenance
staff will chip them. Bamboo cannot be chipped -
instead please cut it into 4-foot lengths and bundle it
for regular yard waste collection.

As always, please reach out to the Town office
with any questions or concerns, 301-933-7488 or
managerandrea@garrettparkmd.gov.

Andrea Fox, Town Manager

Citizens Association Notes

What’s New? The Town Office continues to make
important strides with two big undertakings - the
street repaving project and improved IT in the Town
Office. The Town received street repaving bids from
interested contractors, and as a next step will sign a
contract with the selected bidder. A server was also
recently installed in the Town Office, and we are in
the process of getting new computers set up. This
will allow the Town Office to more efficiently serve
residents!

Town Elections. Join fellow residents at three
important Garrett Park election events:

e Candidates Nomination Meeting - Wednesday,
March 27, 7:30pm at the Town Hall

¢ Candidates Forum - Wednesday, April 24,
7:30pm at the Town Hall

¢ GP Election Day - Monday, May 6. Polls will be
open from 7:00am to 7:30pm in the Post Office
lobby at Penn Place, 4600 Waverly Avenue

State tax form. On your state income tax form,
remember to write “Garrett Park™ in the box labeled
“City, Town or Taxing Area.” This ensures that our
community receives its fair share of the income tax
revenues distributed by the state. This revenue
supports many of the services the Town provides to
residents.

Permits. If you are planning to do any construction,
please remember that a Garrett Park building permit
is required whenever a new structure is to be built,
including houses, additions, sheds, garages, decks,
porches, and driveways. This is in addition to the
required Montgomery County permit. To save time,
complete your Garrett Park permit and submission of
plats and drawings before requesting a County
permit. Permit applications and payment can be

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
SPRING FLING!

Save the date:
Sunday, May 19

April 2019

Happy Spring! With the consistent sunny days
we’ve been having, we’re looking forward to all the
warm weather excitement that’s in store these coming
months. Thanks to all who came out to our March
Happy Hour! We had a great turnout and a fun,
diverse crowd — neighbors that have lived in GP for 8
months to over 40 years. We also got helpful insights
on the kinds of events folks would like to see the CA
organize (kids-focused activities, adult mixers, and
ice-cream socials!). And according to one of our little
in-person polls, Kenilworth Avenue won for most
attended residents. After some initial mingling and
snacking, we transitioned to the Candidate
Nominations for the three Town Council positions
open. Four individuals were nominated that evening:
Stephen Paczkowski, Peter Benjamin, Dan Simmons
and Phil Schulp. Congratulations, gentlemen!

Nominations and Candidate Forum. You may still
nominate a candidate (including yourself) by
contacting the Town Office. Please note that
candidates’ written statements will be due for
printing in the Bugle by April 17. The CA will host
the Candidate Forum on Wednesday, April 24.

Future Meetings. Do you have a suggestion or idea
for an event or meeting topic that you feel would be
of interest to the town? If so, let us know via email to
alysia.bone.gp@gmail.com. You can also send a
note to Box 456.

Annual Dues. The Citizens Association 2019 annual
dues are being collected. The annual dues are $15 for
individuals and $25 per family. These help cover the
costs of the events we hold over the course of the
year. Thank you to all of those who have already
paid. For those who have not, please submit dues by
mailing them to the Citizens Association at Box 456.

Arboretum Notes

Garrett Bugle

It’s been a long winter, and although there might
not have been enough snow for some of us, we
certainly had a few good days of sledding days on
Garrett Park’s “sledding street” and several welcome
snow days from school and work thrown in. But even
though it might seem that nothing goes on with the
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Arboretum Committee in the winter, that certainly
wasn’t the case this year.

First, Butch, Frank, George, and the town staff
and our tree contractors have been busy with the
usual winter work of pruning and removals of
potentially dangerous trees, and getting ready for
some spring planting.

But more importantly this year, the entire
Arboretum Committee has been extremely busy all
winter working hand in hand with Natural Resources
Design, (NRD) the company hired by the Town to
help us develop a Comprehensive Arboretum Plan so
that our stellar town arboretum can continue for
generations of Garrett Park residents to come. This
has been a collaborative exercise — and our
committee has been working tirelessly with NRD in
hours of live meetings, conference calls, and edits
and revisions to the plan to make sure that it is
something that is not only impressive and
informative, (which it is) but also can serve as a
useful and practical manual that will provide
guidance in maintaining our beautiful canopy.

The plan, and the accompanying computerized
tree inventory, are almost ready to roll out, so look
for an announcement of a Town Meeting sometime in
mid-May where NRD will demonstrate the new
interactive AGIS system that will allow every town
resident to access specific arboretum information on
your smart phone, tablet or computer by referencing
the tree tag number that you have probably noticed
on all of the town trees, and will provide links to
information on each specific tree. Yes, make space
for yet another app for your smartphone.

To showcase the Arboretum, and in conjunction
with the Town Meeting in mid-May, the Arboretum
Committee will be sponsoring a SPRING TREE
WALK on Sunday, May 19th at 1:00 pm starting at
the Post Office. For those of you who attended our
Fall Tree Walk, you know that our Town Arborist,
Phil Normandy, is both an entertaining and
informative guide who will highlight some of our
treasured specimens. Specific details on both the
NRD meeting and the Town Tree Walk will follow.

Michael Spekter, Chair Arboretum Committee

Put the #1 to work for you
It’s official. Jeremy Lichtenstein was Maryland’s
number one RE/MAX® agent in 2016. Just like he was
in 2015, 2013, 2012, 2011, 2007, 2006, 2004, and 2003.
In real estate, experience counts.

Jeremy brings together satisfied buyers and sellers in
yvour neighborhood—and has for over 25 years.

There is just One Name in Real Estate.

_ler my

The One Name in Real Estate

REALTOR"
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COMING SOON!

ichter House

MID-CENTURY MODERN
HOUSE TOUR OF

ALEXANDER RICHTER-DESIGNED
HOMES

Saturday, May 4, 12-4 pm
Reception 4 pm

Join the Historic Preservation Committee's self-
guided tour of eight of the homes designed by
Garrett Park's own Al Richter.

Buy tickets in P.O. lobby April 13, 20, 27"
$20 in advance; $25 day of tour

Proceeds will benefit the Garrett Park Archives.

Read the full story, “Ranches in Redsville,” on the
Town's website:
www.garrettparkmd.gov/home/showdocument?
id=1165.

For more information, contact nancywalz@gmail.com

From the Archives

Garrett Bugle

In her 1923 novel "The Dim Lantern™ Temple Bailey
writes about Sherwood Park (her name for Garrett
Park) in ways that might surprise us. The Barnes
family made up of Jane and her brother Baldwin are
struggling to meet the mortgage payments for the
cottage their father purchased on the "installment
plan”. Bailey describes the circumstances in town;
trolley cars have encroached into the market of the
main line railroad. Private cars are more efficient. As
the train service deteriorated the property values fell.
Bailey writes "The little suburb degenerated, grew
less fashionable. People who might have added social
luster to its gatherings moved away". Even the
architecture that later becomes our claim to historical
significance gets attention from this author who lived
at 11005 Montrose Avenue. "The frame houses,
which at first had made such a brave showing,
became a bit down at the heel. Most of them, built
before the revival of good taste in architecture,
seemed top heavy and dull with their imitation
towers, their fretted balconies, their grey and brown
coloring, their bands of contrasting shingles tied like
sashes around their middles."” Perhaps this fictional
description of the town serves to enliven our sense of
history.

Submitted by Marian Green

Call for Spring/Summer Jobs List:

Please submit your name, age, contact
information and category (babysitting, mowing,
yard work, pet sitting, dog walking, etc.) to
Elizabeth in the Town

Office by phone: 301-933-7488 or email:
adminelizabeth@garrettparkmd.gov
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Diversity & Community in Arts

Town Resident Contributions

Spicy Chai Creative Circle: Exploring
Diversity and Community in Arts
Hello and Namaste Friends!
Spicyseed Art & Design Studio (spicyseedart.com)
brings creative sessions to Garrett Park Town Hall as
part of appreciating the global diversity of our
community. Please join us in a collaboration in
creating projects that visit various artistic styles from
around the world. Our very first FREE session will
explore Jaipuri Mirror art style (from Rajasthan,
India) on garden pottery. Join us on Sunday, March
31, 2019 at Garrett Park Town Hall from 2pm-4pm.
All art materials and Chai will be provided. You are
welcome to bring a garden pottery ware to decorate.
Participants take home the art they create. These
creative sessions are for ages 5 and above. This is not
a drop-off event, so parental participation in
encouraged in children's groups. Registration is
required. Please register at spicyseedart.com or via
email through Spicyseed's site.

Sangeeta Kaul

Film Society

Film Society, Friday, April 12, 2019:
“Inside Man”

Spike Lee directs Denzel Washington, Clive Owen,
Christopher Plummer, and Jodie Foster in this clever
heist movie from 2006. Savor the plot to rob a large
Wall Street bank. The action moves right along,
peppered with witty dialogue, and the ending will
take you by surprise. Come and enjoy!

Dinner at 7:00 p.m. for $10. Menu later)

Movie at 8:00 p.m. Free to members and first timers.
$5 for non-members.

Yard Sale & Shred It Event

Town Wide Yard Sale in May

Mark your calendars for Garrett Park’s annual spring
yard sale on Saturday, May 18 from 8 am - 1 pm.
Participation is free. Send an email to
Todd@ToddHarrisHomes.com with your name,
location and items being sold. Maps of the
participants' locations and types of items being sold
at each location will be available outside of 10909
Kenilworth Avenue the day of the yard sale.
Directional signs will be provided throughout the
neighborhood to help people navigate the yard sale.
Get excited and start your spring cleaning now to
round up items for the yard sale! Garrett Park Estates
and White Flint Park are also having a yard sale the
same day.

Shred It Event in May

Todd Harris Homes will be hosting a free shred it
event on May (date and time TBD) at Penn Place.
Please no businesses. Limit five copier size boxes of
paper per vehicle. All documents shredded on site in
mobile shredding truck. Send any questions to
Todd@ToddHarrisHomes.com or call 301-455-5440.
Another shred it event to come in the fall.

April 2019

Garrett Bugle

What We’re Cooking

Cauliflower and Chickpea Quinoa with Tahini
Drizzle

This recipe may be “too healthy” for some, but we
really like it and it is super-easy!

Ingredients:
* 2 1/2 cups chopped cauliflower florets

«  2/3 cup chopped onion

« 1 (15-ounce) can organic chickpeas, rinsed,
drained, and patted dry

» 2 tablespoons olive oil, divided

e 11/2 cups cooked quinoa

»  1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley

» 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

«  1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

«  1/4 cup pine nuts, toasted

« 2 tablespoons tahini

« 2 tablespoons water

« 2 tablespoons plain nonfat Greek yogurt

» 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

«  2teaspoons lower-sodium soy sauce

« 1 garlic clove, minced

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 400°.

2. Combine first 3 ingredients on a jelly-roll
pan. Drizzle with 1 tablespoon oil; toss to
coat. Bake at 400° for 20 minutes or until
cauliflower is tender, stirring once. Place
remaining 1 tablespoon oil, cauliflower
mixture, quinoa, and next 4 ingredients
(through nuts) in a large bowl; toss.

3. Combine tahini and remaining ingredients in
a small bowl, stirring with a whisk. Drizzle
tahini mixture over cauliflower mixture.

https://www.myrecipes.com/recipe/cauliflower-
chickpea-quinoa-tahini

Submitted by Nikki Forry

African American History and Women's

History Celebration

On Friday March 15, 2019, Garrett Park
Elementary School (GPES) hosted an event
celebrating African American History Month and
Women's History Month. This celebration was part of
the Allies Playdates group, which is a sub-division of
GPES PTA. Allies Playdates are FREE GPES PTA-
sponsored events intended to be a fun-filled
experience to explore how we fit in the global
perspective even as we bring our unique skills to the
world. Allies Playdates wants to reinforce that
everyone is a special piece of the same big amazing
puzzle on the planet that we all share! And
TOGETHER, we learn, play, and thrive, as a
community. Sangeeta Kaul of the Allies Playdates
along with Rebecca Miller and Erin Rehman of the
GPES PTA were the co-hosts of the event, supported
by wonderful volunteers like Ajay Gulati, Guita
Mahmoudi, Kavery, Dana Goodson. BobbiJo Holtz
and Oscar Velasco provided enchanting live music,
as well as, on-hands training with the musical

Page 5 of 8


https://www.myrecipes.com/recipe/cauliflower-chickpea-quinoa-tahini
https://www.myrecipes.com/recipe/cauliflower-chickpea-quinoa-tahini

instruments for interested kids. A diverse snacks-and-
treats buffet encompassed various parts of the globe
to share in the cultural diversity. The event was
launched with a cake-cutting ceremony by all the
children. There was a gallery display of seventy
pieces of artwork created by the GPES children for
the occasion as well.

The party was attended by GPES students, their
families and friends. GPES Principal Dan Tucci
welcomed Garrett Park Mayor Kacky to the stage
where she regaled the crowd with her amazing
personal and professional anecdotes! Her stories of
army training and sharing a home with her siblings
were well-received by the mixed-age crowd. This
was followed by a question-answer session before
GPES's very own Dr. Sandra Duval (ESOL) took
stage. She shared with the crowd many posters and
stories of 40 African American women leaders
through various professions from past and present.
She also shared an instance of how Nichelle Nichols
(who portrayed Uhura on Star Trek series) was
disillusioned by the negative backlash from audience
and wanted to quit the series. This happened after the
very first screen kiss shared by her and co-star
William Shatner (as Captain James T. Kirk). It was
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King (a fan of the show) who
asked her to stay on the series as she was a vital and
pivotal in her role.

Another Garrett Park citizen, Mrs. Nguyen-Minh
Chau, then took the stage to share her experiences as
an immigrant from Vietnam and her subsequent
career as an activist. She highlighted some of her
challenges and then her work with the NAACP. She
was very engaging with the young audience, often
lobbing questions at them with a smile.

The evening ended with party games, prizes and
a promise to see all at the next Allies Playdates event,
coming soon.

Submitted by Sangeeta Kaul

Elbert Chang, DDS, MS
|__Board Cerfified Periodontist

:)ll‘\(l)l!l' v" Dental Implants
et v Gur.n and Bom.e Grafting
2017 v’ Periodontal Disease

-~

Participating PPO Provider with: Aetna, Cigna,
Delta Dental, FEP Blue, GEHA, and other select plans

e~ Garrett Park resident ~&e<2

5830 Hubbard Drive, Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 881-4867
www.rockvilleperio.com

Call Todd today,
your local neighborhood realtor!

cell: 301-455-5440
office: 202-364-5200
ToddHarrisHomes.com

~ Garrett Park resident ~

Immersed in the Details

BliAl] EcoBroker

B =

9am-9pm
Mon-Sat

9am-7pm
Sunday

301-493-6217
www.grosvenormarket.com

Services for Seniors

* Bathing * Dressing
* Lifting * Transferring
* Personal Care & Hygiene

& 2 hour minimum for services —
most companies require 4 hours as
a minimum

e ———— o Al gi are professionally

c - hi trained nursing assistants
ompanionsip & The owner of ElderCaring
* Meal Preparation

* Medication Reminder pavsomnily miasta wilh yyu'to

¢ Povaloal Thra discuss your needs
. Ligyht Housekezging o All caregivers are fluent in English

* Transportation to Appointments * Personal choice in selection of
every caregiver

& Licensed, Bonded, Insured
& 24 Hours Service — 7 Days a Week

<@, 7 = 11 301-949-0060 VA« Call 3-956-3564
(,/(/('z C}/z(/zy rcaring2.com www.eldercaringofova.com

Would you like to receive a brochure in the mail, or set up an appoi
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Letter from the Mayor

Spring is in the air! Birds are chirping. Flowers
are blooming. Cherry blossoms are popping.

In last month’s letter, I described a very busy
spring schedule for the Town. It surely is!

We received the go ahead from the Federal (and
State) Highway Administration (FHWA) to advertise
the Safe Route to School (SRTS) sidewalk
construction project. Last week we posted the
invitation for bids on the e-Maryland.gov website.
The sealed bids will be due in the Town Office on
April 11. During this same time, the federal Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) has been
asked to concur on FHWA'’s final determination
regarding the Section 106 compliance review. This
review, you may recall, is required by the National
Historic Preservation Act whenever federal grant
funding is applied to projects within historic
properties. This federal law also requires consultation
with interested and affected parties of the project. As
a result of their review last December, FHWA found
no adverse effect on historical properties. They also
believed that the goals and overall intention of the
consultation requirements were met. While the late
timing to seek ADHA concurrence comes as a
surprise to us, I’'m told that we should receive word
by mid to late April, which is around the same time
that we hope to select the most “responsive,
responsible lowest bidder.”

April is also the time that we’ll be awarding a
construction contract for the latest round of street
repaving. Our town engineering firm, Clark/Azar,
completed their review of the bid proposals that came
in last month. Overall, we had 12 good bids
representing a fairly normal distribution of low to
high pricing. Based on Clark/Azar’s
recommendation, the Town Office has selected a
contractor and will be working out the details in the
next couple of weeks. Council approval to issue the

April 2019
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award will be sought at the April Town Council
Meeting.

The Town Office has been hard at work
formulating next year’s operating and capital budgets
(for fiscal year 2020 that starts this July 1). We will
be holding a budget work session with council
members next week to discuss projected revenues
and expenditures for FY20. Up for question will be
whether to adjust our local property tax rate to
account for projected losses in revenue. Early last
spring, the Town Council had approved a 1 cent
reduction in our local tax rate—the first in at least 8
years. This reduced our FY19 revenue by almost
$27,000. We’re on course to see a similar decrease in
FY20 based on current state projections. In addition,
the state is anticipating lower income revenue, which
results in less revenue for the Town as well. As
important as these projections are to maintaining
current levels of service that we’ve come to expect,
they also have ramifications for future fiscal policy
and spending priorities, which we will be discussing
next week as well.

With all the above going on, the Town Office is
getting a much-needed upgrade to its computers and
software. Now everyone will be able to access shared
files and calendars; and work from within the same
(and up-to-date) Microsoft Office suite of software.
The transition is still ongoing as electronic files are
being transferred and digital devices are being
reconfigured. Although a challenge at the moment,
we know we’ll be gaining tremendous efficiencies in
workflow soon. And when this is accomplished,
don’t be surprised if you see the Town Office staff
whistling a happy tune—just in time for spring!

Mayor Kacky
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Garrett Park Progressive Dinner, Saturday April 27, 2019!

Join your neighbors for this fun annual event!

Name(s): Address:

Phone: E-mail:

Indicate your top 3 preferences between hosting and providing (You will receive
confirmation after April 23). If you routinely provide salad or dessert, please consider
providing a main course or even hosting. Thanks!

HOSTING OPTIONS:

All hosts receive a foundation of wine and should coordinate with providers as to any
needs for bread or sides.

Please indicate maximum number of guests you can accommodate

_ Host appetizer (for all attendees)

_ Host salad (for 12 to 24)

______ *Host main course (for 12 to 24)

___ *Host vegetarian main course (for 12 to 24)
_____ *Host dessert (for 30+)

*You may be asked to assist the provider in supplementing food items. Thanks!

PROVIDER OPTIONS:

___ Provide appetizer (for 20 to 25)

_____ Provide salad (for 12 to 14)

____ Provide MEAT or VEGETARIAN (Circle One) main course (for 12)

_ Provide dessert (either 2 different desserts, or double batch to feed 20)

Special dietary needs? (Vegetarian, vegan, food allergies)
Please list here, we will do our best to accommodate:

Able to assist with delivery of wine? Yes/No

$10.00 per person/$20.00 per couple to participate!

Please return form to: Garrett Park Progressive Dinner/GP Women's Club,
Box 494, Garrett Park, MD 20896
Make checks payable to Garrett Park Women’s Club. Questions?
Contact: Lillian Del Priore at Lillian@DelPriore.com or 240-994-3631
Deadlline for registration: Monday, April 22nd please.
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